


CHAPTER 2 : 


VACANCIES 





Something is wrong. 


This isn't - I 


thought we I'm not supposed to 
supposed to 
be a kit. And know who I am. 


inside the Clan. 


That's what I heard... that's 
what Rainflash said when 
he came back to StarClan. 





Oh, StarClan, what did I do? I'm so horrible, I'm 
so stupid, I'm so... 


My whole body hurts. 
StarClan, my head is 
pounding. What did I do? 





Okay. When I open my ey’ 

back in StarClan, Shellspring will be 

next to me, and everything is going 
to be fine. 


So I'm alive again, I hurt 
all over and I'm starving, 
and I'm completely alone 
in my old territory of a 
Clan where no one 
remembers me. 


I bet she did this 
to me! I could 
kill her when 
I get back! 


Definitely the SnowClan 
moor... but why aren't 
l inside the camp? 


No. I can't think like that. I'm already 
out of her reach, and she's not going 
to get me back anytime soon. 





BWI AEEN DANS LATER... 
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INSIDE THE SNOWCLAN CAMP. 


Alright, everybody, 
get a move on. We're 
already losing sunlight. 


Sunspark, did you hear me? 
You and Dewpaw are with 
the sunhigh patrol. 


And Robindapple, 
could you - 
W 


Hey, who are 
you? What are 
you doing!? 


Intruder!! Intruder’ 
in the camp!! 


= UWSSsse 





<\S = 

i a. _ eis So 

r Zi,/ hey, w. 
ing - goin' o 
here 


i 
hey, 
hat's 
1 n out 
: ? 
yer 





wo 


— DeeRSTAR 


DUBIOUS “tN 


NW 
Ss 


\ 


Newtstar? 
I didn't think 
she really 
wanted to 
\ talk to me. 





So she does? 
Weird, she was 


ra ies all quiet at the 
) What? ic Ly \ last Gathering. 


Not like you could hear 
anything over Reedstar's 
yapping anyways. Oh, 
wait, you said you're not 

from SunClan? 


This cat isn't from any of the 
Clans. She doesn't smell like of 
<a them. Probably a loner or a rogue, 
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Oh! Okay, cool. 


My name's F... Flame. 
I heard about some 
groups of cats in the 
area, and I thought... 


And I want 
I-I thought it to... join 
sounded 
interesting. your Clan. 
And safe. 





no. No. The t's almost leaf-fall, we 


i can't afford to take care 
answer 1s no. of any more cats. 


Don't make 
this harder 
on yourself. 


Come on, we'll 
escort you to 
the border. 





Of c e you can | Well, c'mon, it 
join SnowClan. We ain't like she's - 


can always use more 
warriors to fight DEERSTAR! 
for us. 
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Don't worry, 
is gonna be great. 
You'll love it here. 





.. fine. But we're going to 
keep an eye on - I mean, 
"train" her first. 


be ( Alright, alrigh 


Keep your 


D'you think you 
could show Flame 
the ropes? Train 
her and stuff? 


Does this count 
as me having an 
apprentice? 





Alrighty, all settled! Welcome 
to SnowClan, Flame. We'll 
give you your warrior name 
once you've trained for a bit. 


Hey, Flame, over 


I'll show you around 
the camp. 





Okay, so over 
there's the medici 


ONE MOON LATER... 





Absolutely, 


# 


> ) Deerstar... 





Okey dokey... 


All cats old enough to catch 
hares gather out here! 


Oh, sorry, 
Berrybranch, 





I call on my 
warrior oh, I'm Deerstai 
store leader of SnowClan; 
ancestors - anyways - 


to look down on this... 

em, apprentice? Rogue. 

Loner. This... ex-loner. 

She trained super hard 

to understand your very 

noble codes, and I give 
her to you - 


- as a warrior. 
In her turn. 


Flame, do you 
promise to 
protect your 
Clan? 


And defend your 
Clan? Even at the 
cost of your life? 





h the power of 


ior name. StarClan 
ur intelligence, 
ngenuity? And 
you as a full 
of SnowClan. 


Houndheart. 





Frogtongue and 
Who'd you hear }f Meadowbelly were talking 
that from? about the latest battle 


¥ down below, and they 
Hey, Cricketfeather? said that RainClan must 


Who's Houndstar? be full of Houndstar's 
a descendants. I don't 
think I remember 
hearing that name before. 


Oh dear... I'll have to get ve 
Dawnmist to go talk to /71'm surprised Applestar never told 


them about that. you. Houndstar is the most evil 


cat in the Dark Forest, the demon 
who's to be feared. It's that 
one story none of the living 
Clans know - 


normally you learn the myth 
once you reach StarClan. 


O-oh... y-yeah, of course. 
I must have missed it. 
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| Well, of course you 
know Applestar. 















When she was 
just a warrior, 
and the stars 









the river 
instead of 
the sky, 


she was the 
closest of 

friends with 

Houndstar. 
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But his heart turned evil 
and black as she 
became a better leader 
than him, 


and he 
surrounded 
enone One fateful day 
they fought on 
the very top of 
the Sky Pillar. 
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Houndstar was 
forced back, and 
he toppled off the 
Sky Pillar and 
straight into the 
Dark Forest. 














Her Clan laid her 
body in the river, 
and all the stars 

flowed up to carry 
her to Silverpelt. 

















After days of battle,’ 





When Applestar had 
finally won, there 
was a great 
thunderstorm, and 

| ina flash of lightning 
she passed to StarClan, 













q 
Frogtongue and Meadowbelly 
/ should have known better than 
to say that cruel thing. 


Houndstar is the greatest traitor | 
, to the Clans. 








..well! Congrats, 
dheart. I 
think I picked 
a good one, huh? 


Ah, get off my tail, 
Berrybranch. 


5 You, uh... 


got all the 
patrols in 
? 


Great. .. | will be 
going out with the 
border patrol to 


SunClan. 














a That - that's not my name! 
Oh, StarClan, that's the 
worst name I could have. 


And now I know that she 
knows where I am, too... 

it's so, So strange to hear 
them say that word. 





I can't be 
Houndheart, I'm - 







Flamesnout! 





END OF CHAPTER TWO: 
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